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QUICK – LIST   

VILAS COUNTY OFFICE PHONE NUMBERS 
Vilas County Toll free 1-800-844-9218 

General FAX 715-479-3605 
All numbers listed are in Area Code 715 

.................................................  ..............................................Telephone                         FAX 

ADRC Of Vilas County.…………………………………………………………479-3625………………..……..3692 

Board of Adjustment…………………………………... .......................479-3620 

Child Support Agency………………………………………………………….479-3705………………..….….3710 

Circuit Court Chambers………………………………………………………479-3638…………………..……3740 

Clerk of Circuit Court………………………………………………………….479-3632 

Corporation Counsel…………………….. ......................................479-3714…………………….....3750 

County Clerk………………………………………………………… ..............479-3600………………….…....3605 

District Attorney…………………………………………………………………479-3614…………………..…...3751 

Emergency Management…………………………………………………..479-3690 

Finance Department………………….…........................................479-3674……………………….3799 

Forestry, Recreation & Land Department…….... ....................479-5160……………………..…5573 

Highway Department.………………. ..........................................479-4641…………………..……9162 

Human Resources……………………....……………………………………..479-3797……………….……….3799 

Information Technology…………. ............................................479-3666………………………..3618 

Juvenile In-Take………………………………………………………………… 479-3644………………………..3759 

Land and Water Conservation…………………………………………… 479-3747…………………..……1978 

Maintenance Department………………………………………………… .479-3680 

Mapping Department………………………………………………………… 479-3655………………………..3787 

Medical Examiner…………………...............................................715-369-6196 

Public Health Department…………………………………………………. 479-3656………………………..3741 

Register of Deeds………………………….. .....................................479-3660………………………..3695 

Register in Probate…………………….. ........................................479-3642 

Sheriff's Department………………….. ........................................479-4441………………………..6039 

Social Service……………………………………………………………………..479-3668…………………………3728 

Surveyor .................................................................................479-9610 or 479-3684 

Tax Listing Department…………………………………………………….. .479-3696 

Tourism & Publicity……………………………….……. .......................479-3649 

Treasurer……………………………………………….… ..........................479-3609………………………..3605 

University of Wisconsin - Extension .......................................479-3648………………….…….1978 

UW - Extension Family Living Agent ......................................479-3653 

Veterans Service……………………………………………………………….. 479-3629………………………..3778 

Victim Witness………………………. .............................................479-3733…………..……………3751 

Zoning and Planning Department ..........................................479-3620………………….…….3752 
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History of Vilas County 

 
      The territory making up today’s Vilas County was originally part of 

Marathon County, then Lincoln County and finally Oneida County.  Vilas 

County was set apart from Oneida County on April 12, 1893.  Initially, Vilas 

County was comprised of only two towns; Eagle River and Minocqua.  The 

Town of Minocqua would later become a part of Oneida County. The town 

of Arbor Vitae was created in 1899.  The Town of Lac du Flambeau was 

created in 1900 and the Town of Hackley (now Phelps) was created in 1905, 

when the present boundaries of Oneida and Vilas counties were made final.  

              

    Early in 1907, the Town of State Line (now Land O’Lakes) was created 

from the Town of Eagle River, as were the towns of Conover, Farmington (now St. Germain) and 

Winegar (now Presque Isle).  On December 8, 1910, the Town of Plum Lake was formed from 

territory detached from the town of Arbor Vitae.  

In 1914 the towns of Lincoln and Washington were each created from territory removed from 

the Town of Eagle River. Winchester and Cloverland townships were created in 1921, the former 

from territory in Winegar and the latter from the towns of Conover, Lincoln and Farmington.   On 

March 10, 1921 the City of Eagle River was incorporated from territory contained within the Town 

of Lincoln. The Town of Spider Lake (now Manitowish Waters) was created in 1926. The Town 

of Boulder Junction was set apart from the Town of Arbor Vitae in 1927.  

Vilas County currently consists of fourteen towns and the City of Eagle River.  The towns 

include Arbor Vitae, Boulder Junction, Cloverland, Conover, Lac du Flambeau, Land O’ Lakes, 

Lincoln, Manitowish Waters, Phelps, Plum Lake, Presque Isle, St. Germain, Washington and 

Winchester.   

Vilas County is approximately 652,067 acres in size, 

with 555,374 acres of land and 93,923 acres of water. 

The county contains 1,320 lakes, 563 named and 757 

unnamed. It is located in northern Wisconsin and 

borders Michigan’s Upper Peninsula. 

 In 1899, the property valuations in the three towns 

that made up Vilas County totaled $2.9 million. Today, 

the equalized property valuations in the 14 towns and 

one city that comprise Vilas County total $6.75 billion. 

The county seat is located in the City of Eagle River.  

Vilas County is governed by 21 supervisors 

representing 21 districts. They oversee county departments, establish policies and ordinances, and 

assess a property tax levy in accordance with an annual budget to provide for all county services.  

 

The 2019 county budget was approved at $35.7 million, of which $16.5 million will be 

levied as a county property tax. The county portion property tax rate for 2019 is $2.36 per 

$1,000 of equalized value property. Vilas County collects a ½% county sales tax that in 2018 

generated $2.6 million in revenue. Additional revenues are received from fees, fines and state 

and federal sources.  
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William F. Vilas 

 

Established on April 12, 1893,  
Vilas County was named for 

Civil War Lt. Colonel, William F. 
Vilas. Vilas served as the U.S. 

Postmaster General from 1885-
1888, Secretary of the Interior 
1888-1891 and a Wisconsin U.S. 

Senator 1891-1897. 
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